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In August, the Board of Education made the decision to start the year in remote learning for safety reasons, 
which included the administrative decision to temporarily suspend athletics, marching band, and extra­
curricular activities. In addition to safety, we were also very much concerned with ensuring fairness for all 
students who have already lost so much, rather than attempt to "pick and choose" which activities could 
resume. 

Last week, Governor Gretchen Whitmer issued a new executive order, allowing organized athletics to resume 
under strict safety protocols. In response, the Michigan High School Athletic Association (MHSAA) issued new 
guidance on how schools can move forward with athletics. 

In reliance on the Governor's new order and the MHSAA's guidance, athletics will now resume throughout 
WCS, so long as every program adheres to strict safety protocols. In addition, and out of fairness to all 
students who choose to participate in extra -curricular activities, all such activities will resume in WCS in 
accordance with the same strict protocols established for participation in athletics. 

Nevertheless, athletes and all students who participate in extra-curricular activities, as well as their parents 
and guardians, should each make an informed decision knowing that the Michigan Department of Health and 
Human Services ( M DHHS) still recommends that selected contact sports be avoided : 

"Given the available epidemiological data and timing as many schools and universities return to campus, contact 
sports, such as football and wrestling, pose a high risk of transmitting COVID-19 to athletes, coaches, and the general 

community, and should be avoided at this time .... Even with mitigation measures in place, such as wearing of masks, 
disease transmission cannot be completely prevented when players are in prolonged or intense contact. Contact 
sports include: football, basketball, rugby, field hockey, soccer, lacrosse, wrestling, hockey, boxing, futsal and martial 

arts with opponents." 

Therefore, in allowing participation in athletics and extra-curricular activities, WCS will require ALL students 
and their parent(s) or guardian(s) who wish to participate in any sports or activity to sign a written pledge to 
follow every safety protocol required by WCS and the coaches and volunteers who organize and supervise 
the activity. Each student, parent, guardian, coach, and responsible adult must take every possible 
precaution to protect the community and reduce the spread of COVID-19. 
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To assist with ensuring that all safety protocols are being followed, many support staff members throughout 
WCS will be redeployed as safety monitors to help supervise students to keep them safe and ensure they are 
following the rules to keep the entire community safe, especially when they return home. 

In the coming days, additional information will come from your principal and athletic director. Please 
continue to be safe and stay healthy. 

Sincerely, 

Robert D. Livernois, 
Superintendent 




